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How To Decide What to Put in the Paper

Thesis

AudienceWhich Journal or Conference?

A Decision Mechanism For Content
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Thesis Statement
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Where to Publish
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Revision Techniques - Content
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Example

Structure of a Paper



Standard Structure
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Abstract
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Structure of an Abstract
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The Introduction
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O.D. Ratnoff

Materials and Methods
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Results
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Tense in Scientific Writing
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Some Tips on Writing & Revising



Revision Techniques - Structure
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Revision Techniques - Organisation
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Some Basics on Style

Fowler's Five Basic Rules of Writing
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Qualities of Good Writing

° Simple

°

°

° Clear
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° Readable

°
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Clear Thinking

° Clear thinking leads to clear writing
°

°

°

°

°

° Start with a piece of paper
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° Make a summary of contents
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Making Ideas Stick

°

°

°

°

°

°

°

°

°

°

: 

°

°

°

°

°

°



Some Writing Tools

Draw the Reader In
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Body of Knowledge

Research Topic



Sentence Length
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Signposting
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Five Editing Principles
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Five Editing Principles

°

°

°

°



Five Editing Principles

°

Tables and Figures



Tips for Effective Tables
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Tips for Effective Figures and Photos
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Some Tips on Punctuation

°

°

°

°

°

°

Examples



Punctuation ,

Punctuation ,

1. Commas for lists

°

°

2. Commas for joining

°

3. Commas filling gaps

°

4. Commas before direct speech

°

5. Commas setting off interjections

6. Commas that come in pairs

°
°



Example from Forbes.com on 16 February 2006
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Punctuation . : ;
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Some Grammar Tips



Glossary
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Grammar Tip - The Use of A, An, The



Which and That 

°

°

This lemma should go in Section Three of the paper, which deals with theory.

The part of the paper that deals with theory is Section Three.



- Weak Strategies

° Trial and error  

°

°

° Insisting on a perfect draft

°

°

° Waiting for inspiration

°

°

° Words looking for an idea

°

°

- Powerful Strategies

Make notes as they occur to you  
°

°

Freewriting
°

°

°

°

Brainstorming
°

°

Piecework
°

° What I really mean is (WIRMI)
°

°

° Satisficing (satisfy + suffice)
°

°



Sign up for our 
newsletter!

Follow 
Leadership 
Sculptor


